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numismatists from their being such close imitations of our own
Anglo-Saxon coins, with which the plundering Northmen had
made themselves only too familiar; but even at a later date it
is curious to trace the, influence of the sterlings of our Henries
and Edwards upon this continental coinage. The series of
bracteates, for which we in England have no equivalents, is very
remarkable, and the similarity of the designs upon some of them
to those occurring on Gaulish coins and Saxon sceattas, and even
on some of the inscribed stones of Northern Britain, is well
worthy of notice as illustrating the tendency there is for certain
artistic designs to reappear in different countries under certain
conditions of civilisation. The introduction by Professor Holm-.
boe is by no means the least valuable part" of the book, and
enters fully into the whole history of coinage in the North, the
weights of the coins, the proportionate values of gold and silver,
the places of mintage, the method of coining, and various other
particulars. The chapters on prices, and on the legal values of
different articles in former times in Norway, Sweden, and Ice-
land, are particularly curious. The English reader will find
some interesting remarks on the same subject in Dasent's story
of JBurut Njal, vol. ii. p. 397.
the silver tokens of great britain and ireland, the
dependencies and colonies. By william boyne, F.S.A.
London, 1866, (Printed for subscribers only). Small 4to.,
pp. 68, with 7 plates.
mr. boyne is again in the field, and has filled up another gap
in English numismatics; not, indeed, at the expense of so much
labour as he bestowed in forming his " Catalogue of the Tokens
of the Seventeenth Century," but still probably even more com-
pletely exhausting a more limited subject of inquiry. The
tokens here described are about 360 in number, and range in
date from the year 1736, when the practice of issuing silver
tokens was commenced by some Irish tradesmen, down to the
year 1818, when tokens were withdrawn from circulation by
order of the Government. The solitary exception to this seems
to be a sixpence issued in Natal, so recently as 1860, and this,
though representing silver, is in brass, about the size of a far-
thing, and appears to have been struck to supersede counters of
bone, which had been in circulation as sixpences previously, so
great was the deficiency of small change. The tokens are
divided into three series. 1, Those issued by the Bank of
England and Ireland, the States of Jersey, and the Colonies.
2, The silver tokens prior to 1811. 3. Those issued in 1811
and 1812 by traders and overseers of the" poor. Among them
are included such tokens as represented a silver currency,
though actually struck in copper. The work is beautifully
printed and the plates carefully drawn.	• .

